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Pre-School 
 
 
 
Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1  
 
Year 2 is then 
focussed on spelling 
these alternatives 
and using suffixes. 
 



 Sounds/phonemes represented by 
letters/graphemes  

 A phoneme can be represented by one or 
more letters (sh, th, ee) 

 The same phoneme can be represented in 
more than one way (e.g. rain, may, lake) 

 The same spelling may have more than one 
sound (e.g. mean, deaf)  



 All reading books we send home at the earlier 
stages of reading are mostly phonetically 
regular (apart from some tricky words we just 
need to know e.g. the).  

 Always encourage your child to sound out a 
word and if they are struggling it might help 
to remind them of the sound e.g. if an o and 
an a are together it makes an oa sound like in 
goat. Then let them have another attempt.  

 



 Children in Year 1 throughout the country will 
all be taking part in a phonics screening check 
during the same week in June. Children in Year 
2 will also take the check if they did not 
achieve the required result when in Year 1 or 
they have not taken the test before.  

 The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit 
one-to-one and read each word aloud to a 
teacher. The list of words the children read is a 
combination of 20 real words and 20 alien 
words (nonsense words). 
 



 

 

 Top Tips 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/phonics-made-easy/


 “All pupils must be encouraged to read widely 
across both fiction and non-fiction to develop 
their knowledge of themselves and the world 
they live in, to establish an appreciation and love 
of reading, and to gain knowledge across the 
curriculum. Reading widely and often increases 
pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words 
they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. 
Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens 
up a treasure house of wonder and joy for 
curious young minds.” 



 Set aside some time and find somewhere 
without distractions. 

 Ask your child to choose a book or to get 
their school reading book out.  

 Sit close together 

 Point to the pictures 

 Encourage your child to talk about the book 

 Read widely! 

 

 



 
There are two strands to being a good reader:  
 To be able to read fluently 
 To be able to understand and discuss a book 

(comprehension skills)  
  A skill for life is to not only decode words but to 

be able to make sense of it.  
 
 
 

 These are exactly the skills that children need to 
learn.   



 

 

Clarify 
I will write down the words or 
phrases I do not understand. 
I will find out what they mean. 

I can: 

•Stop and think what the 
author wants to tell me 

•Re-read or read on to find 
clues 
•Picture it in my mind 

•Think about what I already 
know 

•Make sure I am using the 
punctuation.  ,  ?  !  “ ”  . 
•Read faster or slower 
•Look for the base word 

•Try another word which 
makes sense 

•Use a dictionary 

 

Predict 
I will think 

what the 
chapter is about. 

I will think 
what might 
happen next. 

I can: 
• Use the title 

• Use the 
headings 

• Use the 
illustrations 

• Use what I 
already know 

• Use what I 
have already 
read. 

The last 
chapter … 

In the last 
part… but … 

In the next 
paragraph … 

The headings 
tell me … 

I will read the 

text to check my 
predictions. 

I can change 
my predictions as 
the author gives 
me more 
information. 

Question 
I will ask questions to help me 
understand what I have read. 

I will think of questions while I 
am reading the text. 
•What …?    When …? 

•Where …?     Who …? 

•Why is … important? 

•Why did … do that? 

•What are the differences 
between …? 

•What would you do? 

•What do you think about..? 

•What are the reasons for…? 

•Is … fact or fiction?  How do 
you know? 

•How do you feel about the 
character? 

•What part was most 
interesting?  Why? 

•How is the author making us 
feel excited/scared …? 

Summarise 
I will identify the main idea in 
the text.  

I will say what the page is 
about in two sentences. 
I will leave out the small details. 

I will use headings, titles, and 
the topic sentence. 
I can say things like: 
•This page is about … 

•The main point of this 
paragraph is 

•The main idea is … 

•The next idea is … 

•The most important 
information is … 

•In this part of the story … 

•The author is telling me 

•The author wants us to think 
….. 



 understand both the books that they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those that they 
listen to by:  
◦ drawing on what they already know or on background 

information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

◦ checking that the text makes sense to them as they 
read, and correcting inaccurate reading 

◦ making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done 

◦ answering and asking questions 

◦ predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far 

 



 



 The 2017 KS1 English Reading SATs test consists of two papers that need to be 
taken in the correct order. Paper 1 includes both the reading texts and the reading 
questions in a single booklet and lasts for roughly 30 minutes. Paper 2 meanwhile 
has a separate Reading Booklet and Reading Answer Booklet and should last 
roughly 40 minutes.  

 Each paper is worth 50% of the total marks. The tests have been designed with the 
possibility to include a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts, and to be 
more challenging as children progress through them. It states within the 
instructions that teachers will have the option to stop a child's test at any point if 
they feel it is appropriate. It has been decided that timing will not to be strictly 
enforced as the objective of the tests is not to challenge pupil's timings but their 
knowledge, ability and understanding.  

 As with the new-style KS2 SATs papers, there will be a variety of question types 
including:  

 Matching, labelling and ordering questions. E.g. "Number the order that the 
following events took place in the story." 

 Multiple choice. 
 Short "fact retrieval" style questions. 
 Longer, more open-ended questions that ask for descriptions or explanations and 

probe children's understanding of any inference. 
 (see examples) 

https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/sats-papers-ks2


Tricky questions!  
 

When reading encourage your 
child to ask if they do not know 
what a word means.  



 Online reading scheme 
 Wide range of books available at different 

levels 
 Children are assigned books by their teacher 
 Helps build comprehension skills  
 Children earn online rewards for reading 
 Children can access at home (tablets, laptops, 

smart phones)  
 Teachers can monitor how often it is being 

accessed, what books are being read and how 
the children answered the questions  
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